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The mission of the Domestic
Violence Services of Greater 
New Haven is to create an
environment that supports
individual safety and breaks 
the cycle of domestic violence.

DVS is a member of: Connecticut Coalit ion
Against Domestic Violence,United Way,
Guilf ord Communit y Fund. We are also
supported by: State of Connecticut
Department of Social Services,Emergency
Food and Shelter Program, Title III – Older
Americans Act, Agency on Aging, Communit y
Development Block Grants,Office of Victim
Services,State of Connecticut Judicial Branch,
local municipalit ies,and corporate and
private donations.
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Spring/Summer 2007

An Evening of Appreciation
30 Years of Service

On Saturday, October 27th,Domestic Violence Services of Greater
New Haven wil l celebrate its 30th anniversary and Domestic
Violence Awareness Month by honoring the contribut ions of
individuals who might otherwise not receive the recognit ion they
deserve,but whose contribut ions to DVS have been substantial.
The honorees wil l be announced in early July.

The evening’s featured speaker wil l be Hedda Nussbaum, the
victim of the brutalit y of Joel Steinberg, her domestic partner, in 
a case that drew intense international media attention in early
November 1987.Ms.Nussbaum’s case was both unique in its
notoriety and like thousands of others in its horror. Ultimately,
hers is a story of survival.

An Evening of Appreciation wil l be held from 7-11 p.m.at the
Woodwinds in Branford and wil l include live and silent auctions.
Tickets are $125 a person with tables of eight for $1000.Ms.
Nussbaum wil l also be available to meet guests and autographed
copies of her autobiography wil l be for sale that evening. For
more information about attending, sponsoring, or buying an ad in
the program book of the Evening of Appreciation, please call the
business office at 203.865.1957 or write endabuse@dvsgnh.org.
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Telling it Straight:
Community Education 

Every year, Tracey Parks,DVS’s
communit y education coordinator,
reaches thousands of people in the 13
towns we serve.She does this in several
ways:She “womans” a table or booth at
communit y meetings and health fairs; she
presents programs on healthy and
unhealthy relationships to over one
thousand young people annually in the
area’s middle and high schools.She
presents specially developed programs for
in-service training to caregivers of the
elderly and disabled, to allied health
students,participants in job training
programs and human resource
professionals. Her presentations not only
alert attendees to the dynamics,scope,
and warning signs of domestic violence,
they also emphasize the resources offered
by DVS and other agencies.

By now, we all know that domestic
violence affects people of every race,
social and income level,age,faith,
heritage,and level of education. It occurs
in every city and vil lage.It happens in
bedrooms and boardrooms,countr y clubs
and barr ios and its effects increasingly
impact work places.Education about
domestic violence – what it is, its warning
signs,and about the services we provide –
is as important to our mission as
providing crisis intervention to victims
and children.

Do you know a group – civic
organization, business large or small,
religious community, or parents group –
that could benefit from a program
designed for that audience? If you do,
please call Tracey Parks at 203.865.1957 or
e-mail her: tracey.v.parks@dvsgnh.org.
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Note from the Executive Director
Thirty years later: so much done, so much to do

As many of you know, in the beginning, when domestic abuse was
rarely discussed and largely misunderstood, women and men in
this communit y who recognized the problem, including some who
had been abused, began to shelter abused women and their
families in their homes.The result was the New Haven Project for
Battered Women (NHPBW), formed in 1977.(It was renamed
Domestic Violence Services of Greater New Haven in 1989.) 

Then in 1985,the case of Torrington resident Tracey Thurman
galvanized the nation into changing how the police and courts
handle violent partners.Thurman successfully sued the police
department for failing to protect her from her estranged husband
who nearly kil led her. That suit led to the creation of the Family
Violence Prevention and Response Act of 1986 – the cornerstone
of which was an aggressive approach to the arrest of abusers and
support for victims in court.

In the 30 years since the NHPBW was created by a few dedicated,
brave individuals,awareness about domestic violence has
broadened to include understanding about violence against the
elderly, disabled individuals,members of the lesbian,gay,bisexual
and transgender communit ies,violence in teen relationships –
and against men by women.

And while there is greater awareness than there was 30 years ago,
even 20 years ago, there is stil l a great deal to be done: in
educating young people, law enforcement, the media – everyone –
on what domestic is,whom it affects and what can be done to
assure safety and bring independence and hope.

Now,in our 31st year, as in our first, we continue to explore new
ways to serve because it was as true in the beginning as it is now
and wil l be 30 years from now: no one deserves abuse.

Sandra Koorejian 



Looking for Ways to Help? 

1. Visit the wish list on our Web site – dvsgnh.org – to find items that our clients,shelter and business 
office need.

2. Ask to receive our ir regular e-blasts for news related to DVS and to domestic violence.

3. Give funds directly to us (and let us know if your employer has a matching gif t program), or through 
the United Way.

4. Hold an event – a tea,garden or wish-list party, a communit y tag sale – with DVS as the beneficiary.
We’ll be delighted to help. Call Sue Hartt at the business office (203.865.1957) or write her at 
shartt@dvsgnh.org.

5. Remember DVS in your wil l.

Going Electronic

1. To save money in printing and postage and as a nod to environmental concerns,start ing with this 
issue,News from DVS wil l be available online (dvsgnh.org),as wil l all new publications.We wil l print 
some copies of subsequent issues,but prefer to send them as e-mails.Please call (203.865.1957),e-mail 
(endabuse@dvsgnh.org),or send us a note if you prefer to receive a printed newsletter. Those for whom 
we have no e-mail address wil l continue to receive the printed newsletter.

2. E-Blasts:From time-to-time DVS sends out brief e-mail alerts about noteworthy events, legislative 
actions,and special people. This is our way of keeping in touch with people we know feel strongly about 
domestic violence awareness and services.

3. Our new and improved Web site wil l go online in the next few weeks.We are grateful for the sensit ive 
creativ it y of the talented young designers of Three Toad Design – who did much of the work pro bono – 
and we urge you to visit the site often for current information.

“When I dare to be powerful - to use my strength in the service of my
vision, then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid.”

Audre Lorde, American poet, 1934-1992
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Wanted: Old Cellphones and Printer Cartridges 
For the past several years,DVS has collected old cellphones – the majorit y of which are sold for parts,
although some are recondit ioned for use as 911 only phones for our clients. Now, we are also collecting
expended printer cartr idges – but NO photocopier or FAX cartr idges – to trade in for cash.

You might send a notice around your office,provide a box for cartr idges and cellphones – but don’t throw
them away! For the list of acceptable cartr idges,please contact us through endabuse@dvsgnh.org.

Before delivering phones or cartr idges,please call the business office.

From July through December 2006, DVS staff:

•   Responded to 760 callers on our hotline
•   Sheltered 22 women and their 41 children
•   Worked with 2745 victims in the criminal court whose 

partners were arrested for a family violence crime
•   Assisted 163 individuals with temporary restraining order 

applications and safety planning in the civil court
•   Provided counseling for 117 individuals
•   Conducted support groups for 35 women
•   Presented 72 communit y education programs to 3008 

individuals,including students,professionals,and 
interested citizens.

Wine Tasting and Silent Aucti on 
April 26th

• New Haven Colony 
Historical Society

• Wines organized by 
Mt. Carmel Wine & Spir its Co.

• Number of items:60
• Amount raised: $9,000

10th Annual Walkathon
September 20th

• Long Wharf Mar it ime Center 
• Ann Nyberg, WTNH anchor,

once again led the walk
• Walkers: approx. 100

• Teams:17 
• Amount raised: $24,000+

7th Annual Sound of Hope 
October 4th

• Long Wharf Pier
• Participants: 77

• During Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, the Sound of
Hope is a remembrance of the
lives lost to domestic violence 

Eventful Occasions, 2006
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Home at Last
Transitional Housing Offers Hope – And Opportunity

The first family has moved from the DVS shelter into a two-bedroom apartment of their own in West
Haven. There they wil l li ve for as long as 18 months as the mother starts a new job while she and her
children continue counseling and support from DVS staffand from other agencies.

Transit ional housing, long a dream of the DVS staffand board, is now a reality because of Federal grants
totaling $903,573 over three years.Department of Housing and Urban Development funding (two grants
totaling $553,830),made possible by the efforts of Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro,helped us develop the
program, secure a site,and now pay for the housing. The more recently awarded $349,743 grant from the
Office of Violence Against Women of the U.S.Department of Justice wil l pay for wide-ranging services,
including counseling for the mothers and their childr en, child care,and training services as needed.

Beneficiaries of the Transit ional Housing Program (THP) must first have been residents of the shelter for
at least 30 days.They also must agree,among other things,to have a source of income;return 30% of their
income to help pay for their housing and other services and pay for all utilit ies. We encourage them to
participate in appropr iate programs and services as they begin their new, productive lives.The goal is to
help women transit ion to independent, confident and secure new lives rather than relying on others,
including their former abusers.

DVS hopes to have five families in transit ional housing; the challenges are to find safe,clean and cheerful
apartments and to find shelter residents who are able to take on the responsibilit ies the THP requires.

Counting the DVS apartment, there are only 23 domestic violence transit ional housing units in all of
Connecticut.

Agencies that work with DVS to implement the Transit ional Housing Program are:West Haven Communit y
House,Life Haven, The Yale Child Study Center, New Haven Legal Assistance Association, Greater New
Haven Domestic Violence Task Force,and STRIVE New Haven.

Board of Directors
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